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gether. Then they would return to the busy palace,
at once so near and so remote, and enter their official
home with the memory of a happy day filled with
work, lightened by friendship, and consecrated by
prayer."

The first thing that Madame Elisabeth did with her
new property was to give to Madame de Mackau a
little house adjacent, upon the estate. She thought
that the best way of inaugurating her taking posses-
sion was by sharing it with her former instructress.
The Baroness of Mackau, who was not rich, accepted
gratefully the gift of the Princess, and established
herself at Montreuil with her daughter, Madame de
Bombelles, whom Madame Elisabeth treated like an
old friend.

No one understood better than the sister of Louis
XVI. the holy pleasures and exquisite charm of
friendship. She was the benefactress of her two
dearest companions, Mademoiselle de Causans and
Mademoiselle de Mackau, who had become respectively
the Marchioness of Raigecourt and the Marchioness
of Bombelles; and Madame Elisabeth was grateful to
both for the benefits she had conferred upon them;
for truly high-minded people feel gratitude to those
to whom they are able to be of service. To make a
dowry for Mademoiselle de Causans, the Princess had
advanced to her the allowance she would have received
for five years, thirty thousand francs a year, from the
King. With this sum of one hundred and fifty thou-
sand francs Mademoiselle de Causans, who married